
 

We are building a children’s home in 

the Philippines! 
 

 
 
 
Dear friends,       
 
         We have big and exciting news to share with you!  Some of you already know about our plans, but until now we 
have not "officially" made the announcement.  Please let me get you up to speed.  According to UNICEF there are 1.9 
million orphaned children living in the Philippines right now.  Are you like me?  Is the number 1.9 million too hard to 
conceive?  When I read that statistic I get a little overwhelmed.  I can't imagine what 1.9 million orphans looks like.  But I 
do know that this is an emergency.  Michele and I know several orphans, actually.  Let me tell you about one that I met... 
 
        I was visiting a children's home 3 years ago with my friend Pastor Elmer Perez and his wife Linda.  It was Christmas 
time, and I was bringing some toys for the 14 kids who lived there.  This was a very small, humble home with only the 
bare necessities for the kids.  As I was chatting with the house parents, I noticed a sweet little boy with the cutest smile 
you have ever seen.  He was probably 7 years old, and I melted when I saw him.  He was hiding behind a tree and peeking 
out to look at me.  Whenever he peeked out I would make a funny face and he would laugh and hide again.  Oh, I could 
have adopted him on the spot!  As he was playing peek-a-boo with me, Linda told me his story.  This little boy had been 
removed from his home by the Department of Social Welfare.  His father was an alcoholic with a terrible temper.  He 
would often come home and physically hurt his son.  One night in particular this man came home in a drunken rage, got 
out a carving knife, and cut up his little son's private parts.  I was stunned, and my heart broke as I watched this precious, 
smiling child, and imagined the horror he has endured.  I kept playing peek-a-boo with him through very wet eyes.  In 
that moment nothing in the world was more important to me than making sure this boy knew he was loved by a Father 



who could never hurt him.  This was a life changing moment for me, and I believe God used that boy to give me a little bit 
of His heart for orphans. 
 
        James 1:27 tells us that true religion is to look after orphans in their distress.  Throughout the Scripture we see just 
how important orphans are to God.  Caring for these children with no mommies or daddies is not an option; it's 
something we must do as believers!  Michele and I are getting ready to begin the work of creating a home for orphaned 
children.  First Love has purchased a property which formerly housed a paper factory.  The factory was called 'Village 
Handcrafters' (you may remember this from our older prayer letters).  The 'Village' sold paper and soap as a means to 
support local churches.  As the business struggled to stand on its own, the Village closed its doors last year.  Now we are 
planning to transform this large facility into a Christian home for boys and girls! 
 
         This will be a very big project!  We will begin by converting half of the building into a livable space.  To do this we 
will need to build bedrooms, bathrooms, showers, a kitchen, and replace the roof (and much more).  We expect that it 
will cost $90,000 to make the first half of the building ready for 30-40 children.  That sounds like a lot of money until you 
go house shopping and see what $90,000 buys in the USA!  This project is bigger than Dave and Michele; it's going to 
take a group effort!  Many of you already want to get involved.  We will write again soon to let you know how you can 
help renovate the Village.  Today we ask for your prayers. 
 
        Orphan care, although it is vitally important, is a difficult ministry.  We see in the Bible that orphans are very dear to 
God's heart.  Because this is true, orphans are also high priority for our wicked enemy.  Children's homes can be a site for 
great spiritual warfare and hardship.  I believe this orphanage is one of the main reasons God put Michele and me on this 
earth.  However, we do not want to go into this work blindly.  We understand that caring for orphaned boys and girls 
will present many challenges, but we also believe it is worth the challenge.  We want to bring hope to children who have 
none.  We want to introduce them to their Heavenly Father and place them into a forever family.  Please pray big prayers 
for our family as our life moves in this massive new direction. 
 
Isn't this exciting stuff?  We love you so much! 
 
Dave and Michele Clinton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


