v First Love Intercessor

“Since we consider and look not to the things which are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are visible
are temporal (brief and fleeting), but the things that are invisible are deathless and everlasting.”

Il Corinthians 4:18 (The Amplified Bible)
Dear Praying Friends: July 2008

As | write this letter to you | must say that | feel like | have been riding on a whirlwind
since the beginning of the year! In a matter of just 6 months | have flown over 100,000
miles and been to some of the neediest spots on this planet. Even now | sense that my
spirit is reacting...it feels as though a battle is going on inside my very being! My eyes
have seen so many images that are hard to describe in words. Perhaps this is because
they came to me as a result of having the opportunity to drop in on regions of the world
that for centuries have been strongholds of the Enemy of the hearts and souls of anyone
who honors the Name of Jesus. This Enemy is extremely cunning and in most instances
remains unseen, although his presence is very evident as he wreaks havoc on the lives
and societies that he touches. Because of the close encounters which | have had in
Enemy territory, right now | am struggling a bit with my focus. | feel as though the Lord
has allowed my eyes to be opened to the really real world of unseen things, and that He
has begun a work of closing my eyes to the mirage of the temporal things that exist in this material, three dimensional world
that we call earth. | told you that | was having a hard time describing what | have been experiencing as of late, but if | were
to summarize it briefly | would say that | believe God has allowed me to catch a glimpse of the eternal.

Please allow me to share an entry in my personal journal which was written on February 1, 2008, while | was in Nairobi,
Kenya with Linda and short-term missionary friends Dave Bodrie & Larry Voss, as | believe this will give you a bit more
insight as to where | am coming from...

YeSZ‘ero/ay starded owt norra/ enoaﬁ/l as we all 305 Up arowund (30 am and had breaktust, group devotions, and
Lhen started o work. I had a #ull day planned for our srall Group as we were scheduled 2o go get l_arry s
bids registered ot West Nairob) School, stop by Kala ducationa) Center o view our Feeding program, do Some
5/70/9/9"6 a /\/a,éamaiz‘ and Chen Finish wup coith a lade lunch at Java House before 30//73 back to work at owur

neco chuldren's home.

After devotions I lad owt the rest of Zhe plarts that e had purchased For Zhe 3arc/en/'n3 work that Linda
and T have been doing around the duplex on our Karen properdy. te have been Staying out here with Dave and
Larry since they arrived on January 207 At 9:4sam I headed out For a shord run and I prosused Linda that I
would be éacé Ay 1030 So hat we could all leave for test A/airoA' Schoo! Ay moo-

I ran out o the new bypass road which is .ée/ng constructed near our property and headed towards Kidera.
This Aypas& ewas recently opened even Chough it is only a 2 lane dirt road at present. It ‘s a nice place 2o run
on since Zhere is very litt/e vehicle CrafFic and on/y occasional pedestrians. Since I told Linda ¢hat T wocdld
on/y be gore For 4s runutes, I ran out for 22 )i sunites and then Curned arotnd and headed back tocwards our
Karen properdy. Afer reenning aboid 30 rinutes T sad,” Jambo  to a man who T had Seen wa/,é/ng on the road
earlier and then about one rinute ldder a voung man e«ith a gun eserged from out of” Sore Zall wunderbrush and
pointed Zhe gun & me!l  And then a Second man carme owt with a gun. The £irst man Zold me Zo ge with Chem
into the forest, and in order 2o do so I had 2o clind z‘/7roa3/1 a narroew ¢ Foot /7/5/7 wire f’enc‘e. Just before
A 30{ Zo Che Fence one of the men /It me on Che left Side of ry head coith Ais gun. TZ didnt Aurd ruch as
I was STl in shock Frorr what was anfo/dmg before me. T rea/ly didn ¢ wart Zo go into the forest, bet T
had no choice. As I was c//mé/nﬂ 2‘/7/-0413/7 the fence a 3¢ man with a gun appeared, and he Shoved the man
who At me and hollered 50»1&(/7/‘/13 n Swahili ad fim. I believe that he coas wupset that the other guy At re,
bet I am sure that 2he First man Just warted 2o show me that they meant business.

The four of us walked about 100 Feet into the Forest, and then the 3* 94 who was older than the other 2
and apparently the head man, Cold e o sit down on the grocnd beside a tree. Mea/w)/]//e 2he #irst quy showed
me a bullet that he had Laken Ffrom Ais automatic pistol and sad,” See!l I can kill you!”

After T sat down one of the ren took sy eoriSt walch and then fie Zried Lo pry sy wea/a//nﬂ r/nﬂ oAfF oF rry

£, inger. I haven? had ¢had ring of £ since I put it on over 20 years ago—ehich was a few months after Zhe
First armed robbery I experienced back in 1957 when we lived in Manila, Philippines. At ¢his robbery s armed




and masked men had guns /o/nz‘/hj a ry head as they a/so took sy alch and a)eo/d/ng rinﬂ While 2he ran
was wor(’mg on 2rying Zo Zafe Pty ewedding ring of £, I Zold him and Ais accomplices that sy wite and F£riends
expected me back home cwithin 1s runctes (10 3oam> and if I wasn?d home by then a search party cwould éegm
Zo /oo,é £or me.

7 he gy z‘ry/n‘cj Zo take ofF My "’.’73 was /Zal//ng Yrowble 385(‘/‘/73 7 oVer muy kneckle, and I fnew that it cwas 30//73
Zo take Some special effort in order for fum Zo 3&5 it off since I had Zried severa/ times over Zhe yvears with
no success. The f/?oaj/lz‘ croSSed 1y rrnd Zhat £ these guys couldn'? Zake Y r/nj of%, Zhey M/ﬂ/?l‘ cut my
#inger of ¥ in order o get t/e r/h5 At that point a second man éejdn Zo assist the First, and the two of
Zher Z‘a&gec{ and pried and even gpplied some of their Spit in order Yo provide some lwbrication. I was z‘ra/y
/7@9/}/ when I saww Zhe r/ng Slide From Y [ef? r/ng f?nﬁer./

T Zold the ren that 2hey Should make sure that 2hey 331‘ at least 12,000 5c/7////n35 (f200) For the /-/ng Since
Zhe price of 3o/a/ Ahas gore Up So rech!

They next took of ¥ sy * camel back” wcder éaj which I wore around sy cwaist and Lhoroughly searched it in
2he hopes of //’nc//'ng Some money or a cell phone. I didn C have either cwith me, but T did have a small aerosol
canster of mace (pepper 5/9rca/> hanging on sty belt. One of the quys wundid 2he Veloro band and asked me cohad
2 was. I Zold him it was mosguito spray/, so 4e gave iZ back 2o me. At this point I celebrated in 1y rrind
as L Z‘/?oé(g/?l‘, ¢ Mcyée Z can use the spray on a couple of Chese robbers and escape! )

Next, one of v rann/ng ShoeS was removed, and each of Che men looked it over in Che hepes Lhat it /)7/5/71‘ £
2hem. But I was about a foot Zaller than all 3 of the men, So the older guy gave the shoe back Yo me. T
was surprised that I was persutted o put it back on ry +Foot!

After aboud 30 rinutes into ry Captivity, the older gty said, * You re é/eeo//nj." I said, " MQ}/A& I cet pryselt
on a plart while I coas c/imé/ng Z‘/zroajﬁ he Fence." But Zhen I resmerbered 3ez‘z‘/n3 At in the head woith Che
gun and realized that this blow is what caused the A/eed/nj. T Zook ofF the white rann/nj cap that I was
wear/nﬂ and saeo ?a:'z‘e a bt of blood on the back rim of it. One of the ren Look Some tissue from Y camel/
back and wwiped Zhe blood ofF of the Side of »ny Fface and head.

As I was Siteing eoith these 3 gunmen, Chey ket telling me 2hat they wanted roney. They could see that

Z didn'? have any on me apd Soon checked inside Y rannmg sShorts 2o Ma,(’e Sure. 771&}/ warted me o call
»1y wife and Zell her Zo Ar/nj Zhe money Zo hem. I Zold thes that I didn't have any Kenyan plione netmbers
memorized as I only trave/ to Kemsa For short periods of time. I don ¢ Lhink 2hey believed me, as 2hey (epi
/nS/SZ‘/ng c/ar/nﬂ Che next hour that I call my cwife on their cell phone and Zell her Zo é/‘:nﬁ roney. I told
Cherm that I couwld 9o back to 1y home and 3&2‘ 2hem Some money. But Zhey didn ? like that idea as 2hey Zold
re that I would probably just call the police.

AFer aboud 45 rinctes T noticed a 7/ man who was inolied in % abduction. e was the man who I had
greeled on the road on 2 occasions. e cwas the robber's wddchman, as Zhey called /7/»7 and oé\//oas/y was the
one who phoned the head robber o let him know cwhen the Fight Cime was Zo mcke a .| THs wdadchman
kneco where I was a/on3 2he road and was able to time the position of s gunren Ffriends so that they could
JUmp r/g/ﬂ‘ in front of me with their guns n full view at Just the rlg/ﬂ rmorent.

T2 was at hs Cime 2hat 2he head rian Zold e that I Aad on/y 2 choices:
. I edher 3ez‘ Z2herr Sore money or
2. T}zey would kill re.

I knew that I couldn? get Chem any roney because T didnt knoeo any phone numbers, so that only left
option #2. And T cerdainly didn?d like Zhe prospects of that onel

For the next hour T fra/y altempted o resmain calr while Chese men held me at gun point even Z‘/]odj/] at
times I wondered if 2his was the way I cwould enter into the presence of Jesus. I de//éerazfe/y Spent fa/z‘e a
bt of time carry/ng on a comversation eith Cherr z‘a/,é/ng aboud such lopics as:

o  Yhat T did as a Christian eith First love in Kenycz and arownd 2he coorld.
*  Yow I assisted the poor in the Slum with educdation and /’eea//ng.

o /v/y Pe"SO"a/ contact with Kala Oa//nﬁa who was the chier cpposition in Che recent presl‘a/enz‘/a/
elections.

Da/vng our comersations the head man Cold me to Zurn around so that I woeld no /onger be able Yo See
him or the other 3 men. I Lurned arownd part way, bed T didn'? like the idea of not Ae/ng able to see Y
captors, so I keptl them in view with the corner of ry eye. In sty rind I refused 2o allow ther to have 2he
cpportunty to shoot me in the back of the head without 1y First 5&//75 able to see ther and have a chance
Zo run for 2!



I spent a 3reaz‘ dea/ of time in prayer while I was 5/{2‘//73 wnder 2hat tree. I called on God 2o alerd me £
He knew that I needed to altemptl o escape. I knew Chad He, as the omniscient Gody knew ¥ Chese men
were 50//75 Zo Zry o &1l me, so I asked #im Zo Spea,é Zo . heart and 3:\/3 me a Sense of wrgency £ I needed
Zo ook for a way to Flee. At that particular moment I didn ¢ feel as z‘/70a3/7 God was Z‘e//zng me Zo reen,
but I knew that o any moment e e I' So, I made every effort 2o entrust myse/f to the Master 's care.
Meaneotile, T ,(’8/95 SZ‘adyinﬁ the forest which /ay before e, /oo,éinﬁ For the best path o Zake in the evert that
I #2/t ¢hat I needed 2o spring o sy Feet and run for i2! A Fero of the 2hings that bothered me the most
aboed the idea of Z‘ry/ng Zo run from ChesSe men wwere:

o T knew thd Kempans are the world 's fastest runrers.

* 7 had seen thal 3 of these men had guns, and knewo Chad it would be hard For me to weare off Shots
From all of Zher.

*  In order for me o escape I had o stop and climé through a 6 Ffoot Aigh narroeo eoire fence, which
woutld take too ruch valuable Cime.

Escape appeared o be a Aopeless cause. But, on the other hand, it was so difficult to sit there and wat
2o See how God woelld work. Many 1‘/704(3/755 entered sty rtind...

1. I Felt so badly for what Linda was gorng Lhrough right noeo.

2. Am I going Zo be delivered From Chis predicament, or is Chis the Cime when I will meet the Lord
face to face?

3. I spent Sopmre Tine faé/nﬁ an inventory of »1y /ife and confessed Y oeon Sinfulness 2o God.

4. I wondered hoeo Che PUNSLRY would fare cwithowtd me arowund and deterrined thad First Love cas
much larger than Tom Clinton.

s. I prajed that God would speak to the heards of my caplors and thal they world set me Free.
6. I thoug/tt about ry children, David & 4/73/33, and about sy grandc ouldren...

7. I %epz‘ /oo,(’/nﬁ for a way of escape!

At 2his point, the head man Cold me Chat he cwarted me Zo help them sted/ a car. I ﬂﬂared CAs meant that
I would be the one Zo #lag docwn a car, and they would hen jump ot with heir quns Zo rod the driver and
stea/ the vehicle. I prayed that a car would come a/ong becawuse then I would be perrutted o be back on
the road, and £ I could 382‘ back Zo the road I determined thad then I coould  ran For i!”

For the next 30 runittes the younger man kept sa/ing, "I want money! " And the £irst man kept his gun in
Full vieco.

A one point 2 of Che men cere over Ay the fence 100 Feel acoay, and the other 2 had Zheir guns wunder their
shirts. I had the pepper spray in sy handy and I was so temptled o Spray both of these men in the eyes, and
then run for it! But I restrained ruyself.

Oh - 2 was so hard 2o restran ryself! I Figured that if” I did 2his and didn Z get acay, I would be shot
Ffor sure, so I gave up the idea.

Ancther time, only the younger man was guarding me, and the other 3 were over by the fence looking for
victims. A this point I was so close Co az‘z‘empz‘/nj a’ K a/r/éo*z‘ype " ove of 5raéé/n3 Zhis g, Z‘a,é/nﬂ /s gun,
and Chen shooting ry way o Freedom. But, I wasnt sure i¥ his gun even had bullets in ity and I a/so kneco
that I cooulld proéaé/y Just 3&1‘ /)75/5&/7[’ shot'!

The best course of action was Zo be paz‘/enz‘ - wart on the Lord and pray But, oh, this was SO hard!
Aboudt this time the head man hollered a@ me: ” Pray your last prajer!” T didn'? Zell him thad T already Aad !
I just ignored Ais stadement. Meancohile, I looked once agan into the deep forest o see i Chere was a
c/ear path that I hadn ¢ seen earlier! But all T sao was thorny cweeds and dense trees in all directions! I
was totally and aneqa/x/oca//v Zrapped! I prafed even Aarder Zhat 60«:/ would make Yis pPresence knowon and
that these ren a)oa/o/ re/eaSe me. The head ran then Said fo me: T believe that you are a lion. I believe
that you are courageous! " I asz‘ looked at him and sad,” I don ? knoeo about that!” I sure didn ¢ fee/ very
cOarajeoa§ aéoaz‘ 2hat Cime.. Z‘/]af 5 for sure!

7 hen 50/)785/7//75 dmdz:nﬂ happened!  The head man Zold e Zo 3ez‘ up, and as I didy, T could see s ren wa/éinﬂ
in spread out Fasthion wway over on the cpposite Side of the road from where e coere /I/a//ng. These 5 men
looked as Z‘/70a3/7 Zhey were Searc/w'ng For Somez‘/ﬁng or Someone..and I 2‘/70413/72‘ 2hey may be Searc/ﬂng for
rme! HAs I stood next o the robbers I could see extreste /’NB/’}Z‘ in 2heir eyes as Zhey Za/fed ?a/'ez‘/y n Seoatuli
with one ancther! Hbowtd 3 sinutes later the head rian Said, “You can leave now! Climb fﬁroaﬁ/z Zhe fence
and continue your joqging as your cere betore! Take your ée/ong/an and go! :




T rust adrit I cowldn'? believe rpy ears! And as T Aejan o move away Fron these men, T ,(’e/f Z‘/7/n(’/n3
2hat they coere td,é/nj am & me, sSo after I got throwugh Che tence I Curned o sSee what they coere doing, Bett
f/]ey were no where in 5{9/[{.’ 7778}/ had van shed!

By Zhe frlﬁ/lz‘enec/ look's on the Faces of these Four Menda5f prior o my release, I tend 2o believe Z‘/]dZ‘ God
a/lotwed them o See Y/is norma//y wunseen ange//c arry SL(rroana’m3 2her in much the same way as flisha's
sServart, Gehazi, did when he was caag/n‘ in a hopeless situdtion. (T ijS 61812

AFter getding Chrough the Ffence I 5&3&/7 Zo jog as fast as I cowld Yo the road, and then I headed Zowoards
home. But, I soon discovered that I cas riore /Zzz‘/gaea’ Chan I had imagined and had Zo stop Zo walk after
only a feco rintdes. But then I started sy Jo99+9 agan. As socon as I was able, I moved closer to the
homes and farms. And coithin is sinutes I was in Sight of our First Love Karen properdy. As I rounded ¢he
last corner, I spotied Dave Bodrie, and then I was able Zo ?a/c,éen »y pace even as fe Aega‘n Zo run towards
re. When Dave and I met we embraced for a few runutes with tears Strearng down our clieeks, and as we
walked arnrr and arm fojez‘/’]er Zowards ouwr 3az‘e, I spotied Linda! She looked at me, and I looked at her, and
we immediadely Sprinted towards one another. then she got 2o me, She broke down and bacoled as though
Zhere were no Cormorrow, and e /zaﬂgec/ and bissed. The Lord Aad Seen £i¢ 2o deliver me fror ri/ enerves!

After spending Zhe next? hour greeting and z‘/mn(//nﬂ sy Friends and workers for their prajers and acts of
bindness, JoSeph, a police officer who Is the brother of our First Love Kemsa Director, took Linda and me o
Che Karen police station tohiere we reported the crime and #illed out an abstract of the offense.

I learned later that it was 2 of our recent high school grads, Boaz and Philip, as well as our 3 septic
Zank a’/ggers y who were the 5 ren which were Spotied Ay 2he robbers 5earc/7m3 For me a/ong&c/e Z‘/'ze road
Sﬁorf/y before I was released. I £ rm/y Believe that it was Zheir /9//}/51662/ presence as well as God's direc?
intervention 2hrough s normally wunseen forces cwhich led o ry release.

How | praise the Lord for this reminder of what is really important in life! In the past 5 months, He has permitted me to
have a time of self-evaluation and introspection through the use of this unique “wake up call.” And, He has renewed my
commitment to reach out to as many as possible with the Good
News of salvation in Christ alone! As a matter of fact, since this
experience, | have been privileged to have the opportunity to be
used of God to lead over 50 men and women from the countries
of Kenya, Nepal, and the Philippines to Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord! This includes an opportunity which | had just 2 days after
the robbery to lead 12 of our construction workers to the Lord in
Nairobi! This is what truly matters!

Linda and | have just returned from another ministry trip to Kenya
along with 10 other men and women from the USA. The primary
purpose of this trip was to minister to the children who come from
the Kibera and Mitumba slums with Kids Klubs. The theme for this
\ : - year’s Kids Klub ministry was the life of Joseph. As | listened to
Here | am sharing Christ with our Kenyan workers just 2 Linda discuss each lesson with her staff | couldn’t help but think
days after the robbery. Patrick, our Chaplain, served asmy  ahoyt a bottom-line conclusion which came to Joseph when he

interpreter. confronted his brothers after he revealed himself to them in Egypt,
because this is also how | look at the life-threatening experience which | had in Nairobi on January 31%. Joseph gave this
response to his brothers as recorded in Genesis 50:20...

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

The Enemy also obviously intended to “harm me,” but God has used this otherwise very negative experience to bring about
good... “the saving of many lives!” To God be the glory!

Thanks so much for your prayers for our safety! | know that at certain times we cash in on many of them! | love you!

Your missionary to the least of these,

J=)

Tom Clinton (for Linda too!)
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